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 227.1  REASONABLE SUSPICION 

 
1. Purpose The district recognizes that drugs and alcohol have a serious and deleterious effect 

on motivation, memory, judgment, reaction time, coordination, and performance and 
that continued or long-term, usage of these substances can compound these problems 
and affect the user academically, medically, emotionally, and physically. It is not the 
intention of this policy to penalize a student who is taking a medication prescribed 
by a licensed physician for treatment of a medical condition. 
 

 The district wants to provide a legitimate excuse for students to refuse to consume or 
use drugs or alcohol and to provide assistance for those who have a problem with the 
substances. 
 

 The purpose of this policy is not to punish students. It is not the intention of this 
policy for district officials to report any positive test results to law enforcement, or 
any officials outside the district, without a subpoena (which the district will not 
initiate), unless the student violates other policies of the district, such as bringing 
prohibited substances or paraphernalia onto school property, etc. 
 

2. Definitions Drug  - Any substance considered illegal or controlled by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, the United States Government, the Food and Drug Administration, the 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), controlled substances as defined in Policy 
227, or any controlled substance which has as one of its effects the enhancement of 
athletic performance, including but not limited to steroids. For purposes of this 
policy, the definition of drug includes tobacco products, which are prohibited by the 
district for all students participating in privileged activities. This definition also 
includes beer, wine, liquor and/or any substance containing ethyl alcohol to the 
extent that it can impair judgment or function if taken in sufficient quantities. 
Finally, this definition also includes prescription drugs that are not prescribed for a 
particular student by a doctor licensed to prescribe medication. 
 

 Vendor - The medical office or company selected by the Board to carry out the 
policy and procedure. 
 

 Medical Review Officer (MRO) - A licensed physician trained and certified in the 
process and interpretation of drug testing results. 
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 SAMHSA (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration) - A 

governmental agency that certifies toxicology laboratories that do drug testing 
following strict guidelines and constant quality assurance programs. 
 

 GC/MS (Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectroscopy) - A scientific process to identify 
specific chemical compounds. A molecular fingerprint if obtained that identifies a 
chemical compound with 100% accuracy. 
 

 Quantitative Levels - The measurement levels of some specific chemicals in the 
urine, reported usually in nanograms per milliliter (ng/ml). 
 

 Confirmation Test - A second test conducted on the original sample to confirm or 
negate a positive drug test result. 
 

 First Offense - A student will be charged with a first offense when a confirmation 
test result is positive for drug use. 
 

 Second Offense - A student will be charged with a second offense when the 
confirmation test result is positive for drug use and that same student has already 
been charged with a first offense. 
 

 Third Offense - A student will be charged with a third offense when the 
confirmation test result is positive for drug use and that same student has already 
been charged with a first offense and a second offense. 
 

 Chain-of-Custody Form - A preprinted form provided by the testing laboratory that 
records all contact with the provided specimen. The collector and donor initiate the 
form that follows with the specimen until the results are certified by the testing 
scientist and forwarded to the MRO for final certification. 
 

 Medication - Students who have been or are taking prescription medication must 
provide verification for this fact before being tested. There are two (2) forms of 
acceptable verification: a copy of the prescription, or a doctor’s authorization to take 
medication. Students who refuse to provide verification for prescription medicine 
and test positive for drugs will be subject to the actions specified in this policy for 
positive test results. 
 

3. Delegation of 
 Responsibility 
 

When district officials, including but not limited to administrative and/or 
professional employees, observe any student who reasonably appears to be under the 
influence of controlled substances, who is unfit for school or extra-curricular 
activities, or who poses a potential health and safety threat to him/herself or other 
students because of controlled substance abuse, they shall notify the Superintendent 
or his/her designee, who will observe the student before requiring him/her to be 
tested for controlled substances.  The reasonable appearance of being under the 
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influence of controlled substances or other substance abuse shall be determined by 
personal observations by district officials of factors including, but not limited to, the 
appearance, behavior, speech or body odor, medical symptoms, vital signs or other 
observable factors of the student.  This policy shall apply whether the student is on 
school property or on school-provided transportation, or on his/her way to school or 
a school-sponsored activity. 
 

4. Guidelines An analysis of urine, blood, saliva or the administration of a breath test must be 
provided in all reasonable suspicion testing events. 
 

 Testing can only be done by the testing agency contracted by the district. The 
district’s administrative staff will provide the testing vendor with a list of numbers 
corresponding to the entire pool of eligible students. The list shall contain no names. 
 

 The district alone shall maintain the records indicating which student corresponds to 
which number. The district then will indicate to the vendor how many students the 
district wishes to test. The vendor will return a random list of numbers, from which 
the district will be able to determine the individual students to be tested. 
 

 Refusal to Take Drug Test 
 

 If a student when selected, refuses to take the drug test, the district will follow the 
same procedures that would ensue had the student taken the drug test and tested 
positive for drug use. 
 

 Disclosure of Positive Test Results 
 

 Positive test results will be disclosed only to the student, the student’s parents/ 
guardians, and all relevant school personnel. It is the responsibility of the school 
personnel to protect the confidentiality of the test results. 
 

 Confidentiality 
 

 All correspondence, reports, conferences, and meetings among school personnel and 
with students and their parents/guardians will be treated with the strictest 
confidentiality. 
 

 Sanctions 
 

 Pol. 227 Sanctions will be applied following the procedure outlined in Policy 227 -- 
Controlled Substances/Paraphernalia. 
 

 Other Policies 
 

 Nothing in this policy shall curtail or render ineffective any other existing policy of 
this district with regard to the possession or use of illegal substances or 
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paraphernalia or those policies dealing with expected behavior of students on school 
property or while engaged in school sanctioned activities. 
 

 In particular, and without limiting the foregoing, this policy does not curtail or 
render ineffective Policy 227, which prohibits the possession of illegal substances on 
school property and prohibits students from being under the influence of illegal 
substances at school. 
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